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haps really embodied in the Constitution until a later
date. The privilege of freedom of speech was
acknowledged by the consent of Henry IV. to the
reversal of the judgment against Sir Thomas Haxey,
who had been imprisoned in the preceding reign for
a speech made in the Commons. And in addition
other privileges were asserted ; the electoral body
was defined, being limited for the first time under
Henry VI. to a forty-shilling franchise in the counties,
with residence both in counties and boroughs, and
questions of public policy were discussed, the Treaty
of Troyes being submitted to Parliament. In view
of the increased importance of the Commons, the
government sought to influence the elections and to
increase the royal party by securing the choice of
lawyers who always favoured the prerogative, but
the Commons resisted both attempts, and, although
packed houses became frequent, the " Unlearned
Parliament" (1404) shows that the introduction of
professional legists was successfully opposed. Finally,
petitions by both Houses took the character of
modern " bills" and became law on receiving the
royal assent.

But, unfortunately for the country, the Commons
were not content with absorbing the legislative power,
they began to attempt to control the executive also.
Already, by petition or by impeachment, they had
procured the removal of ministers, and such power
served as an useful check upon maladministration.
When, however, they went further the results were
disastrous for the country and for themselves. By
their petition of Thirty-one Articles, in the reign of